“When an American soldier
surrenders his body and his life
for his brothers, we all oughta

know about it.”
- BP ODDO

gogood friend recently recommended a
bobook on leadership he thought I might
paparticularly enjoy. He was absolutely
cocorrect.

I read - although consumed might be a better
word — Extreme Ownership, written by two unsung
American heroes, former Navy SEALs Jocko Willink
and Lief Babin. Its singular, simple, yet profound
lesson is captured in the title. “Extreme ownership”
is a principle that should be embraced not only by
everyoneingovernment,butbyoursocietyasawhole.

I highly recommend this book. I read of the tragic
death of Willink and Babin’s fellow SEAL, Mike
Monsoor, and I knew in an instant that more people
needed to know this man’s story. We live in a society
that has been Kardashianized; a society in which
mind-numbing shows like Access Hollywood supply
toomanyfolks with their daily “news” and where “fake
news” is a thing. We need to block the schlock that
comesatusinadaily,unending stream, and pay more
attention to the people and events that can make
a real difference in the way we conduct ourselves
and lives our lives as individuals — and as a society.

And thus, our new series “You Oughta Know” was
born —becausewhenan Americansoldier surrenders
his body and his life for the sake of his brothers, we
all oughta know his story.

ou oughta know that on September You oughta know that at his funeral, dozens
29, 2006, a 25-year-old American man of Navy SEALs lined up to bid farewell to their
died on a dusty roof in ar-Ramadi, Iraq. comrade-in-arms, their brother. As they
That young man, a member of Delta Platoon, passed his coffin, each removed his gold Navy
Navy SEAL Team 3, gave his life so that other SEAL Trident pin and slapped it down hard,
SEALs might live. When a grenade tossed by embedding it into the lid of the casket.
an insurgent bounced off his chest, he could The sound of it ricocheted throughout the
have taken cover and saved himself — but that cemetery. “The procession went on nearly
is not what SEALs do, and that is not what half an hour,” said President Bush, “and when
this young man did. He dove on the grenade, it was all over, the simple wooden coffin had
sacrificing his life for men he loved and become a gold-plated memorial to a hero who
respected, and for the country he loved will never be forgotten.”
even more.

And finally, you oughta know that because
such men lived, we are a better nation, a better
community, and if we allow ourselves to think
about Mike Monsoor for a little while, we can’t
help but become a little bit better ourselves.

You oughta know his name: it was Michael
Monsoor. He was posthumously awarded the
Congressional Medal of Honor by

President George W. Bush, who cried as he
gestured Michael’s parents to the podium
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u Oughta Know that considerable teaching skills to good
cator Anna Harriet Emma  use, opened a private school for girls
‘Edwards was born in India in New Brighton

He gave the journal a simple title: Book of
Fugitives. In it, he documented the transport
of hundreds of runaway slaves from captivity
to freedom - often hiding them in his home on
Hayleys Lane in Livingston, now part of Davis
Avenue, before transporting them further north
to upstate New York and Canada. He was

an integral part of one of the Civil War-era’s
busiest Underground Railroad depots.

His name was Sydney Howard Gay, and he
lived on Staten Island from 1848 until his
death in 1888.

Originally, he came to New York to become
editor of the National Anti-Slavery Standard,
where he remained for 14 years, before
becoming editor of Horace Greeley’s vehemently
anti-slavery New York Tribune.

ou Qughta Know that he lived on Rose

Avenue in New Dorp, that he was the

principal of one of the toughest schools
in the city, and that he lost his life doing the job
he loved - looking after the welfare of one of his
kids.

His name was Patrick Daly and the school
he ran was P.S. 15, a couple of blocks from
the rough-and-tumble waterfront of Red Hook,
Brooklyn. It was said that each day he was the
first to arrive and the last to leave the school to
which he
devoted his entire 26-year career.

He died on a chilly, rainy Thursday in
December of 1992, while searching for a fourth
grader who had left his school in tears after a
fight with another student. He walked to the
boy’s home in the Red Hook Houses, found that

married her childhood Eventually she wrote a book
Edward Leonowens, in and dated it “New Brighton, Staten
ades later, she settled

Island, September 13, 1872,” one
hundred and forty-five years ago. In
it, Anna, who was the grand-Aunt to
Boris Karloff, chronicled her most
interesting teaching experience —
nearly six years spent teaching the
39 wives of Siam’s King Mongkut,
“and his 82 children, at the royal
court in Bangkok, in the country then
known as Siam. She titled the
work “The English Governess at the
Siames,e,(:ourt," and more than
seventy years later it was fictionalized
by Margaret Landon as “Anna and
the King.”

You Oughta Know that Baby
Boomers and musical-lovers of all
ages know it as “The King and 1,”
and we should all be proud that it

‘was born right here on Staten Island.

— BOROUGH PRESIDENT JIM ODDO
WITH FRANK SANTARPIA

The Record of Fugitives, first discovered only
fifteen years ago, is a journalist’s compendium
of information about how enslaved people
escaped and who assisted them.

It describes their destinations and methods
of transportation, and, by the way, Sydney Gay
can be proud to name Harriet Tubman as one of
those he assisted.

When we read about Americans like Sidney
Gay, it should make us proud that such men
existed - while bemoaning the fact that they
were ever needed in the first place. But never,
ever should we be surprised at the stuff
Americans are made of.

- BOROUGH PRESIDENT JIM ODDO
WITH FRANK SANTARPIA

he wasn’t there, and so began to look for him

on the grounds of what was, at the time, one of

the most crime-infested housing projects in the
nation.

At 11:45 that morning, this gentle, caring
father of three was caught in a crossfire be-

tween drug gangs, was struck in the chest by a

single nine millimeter bullet, and passed away
within blocks of the school he so loved and to
which he was so dedicated. He was 48 years
old.

And finally, you oughta know that PS 15 is
today known as the Patrick F. Daly Magnet
School of the Arts, and that a memorial award

will once again be given annually in his name to

an outstanding Staten Island educator. These
things will never compensate

for his loss, but they are the best tributes to his

— BOROUGH PRESIDENT JIM ODDO
WITH FRANK SANTARPIA
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Alan Seegen

ou oughta know about a young
man who was killed during the
horrific WWI Battle of the Somme

in 1916. He was a member of the French
Foreign Legion. He was a poet. He was
an American. And for the first decade of
his life, he was a Staten Islander.

You oughta know that his name was

Alan Seeger. He attended Staten Island
Academy, and eventually graduated from
Harvard and gravitated to the bohemian
lifestyle of Greenwich Village. Later on,
while living in Paris, he wrote a poignantly
prophetic poem that started with the

words “I have a rendezvous with death...”

Tt was a brew house built in 1693 at the in-
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The Battle of the Somme lasted from July
to November of that year, and in the end
420,000 British, 200,000 French and
500,000 Germans were casualties of war.
There was no victor. At the cost of more
than a million men, roughly six miles of
ground changed hands.

Seeger wrote:
But I've a rendezvous with Death
At midnight in some flaming town,

When Spring trips north again
this year,
And I to my pledged word am true,
I shall not fail that rendezvous.
Alan Seeger was true to his pledge. He
kept that rendezvous at four

in the afternoon on the first day of the
battle.

And by the way, you oughta know that
Alan Seeger’s brother had a son, born a
few years after the battle.

The name of Alan’s nephew?
Pete Seeger. We all oughta know
who he was.

— BOROUGH PRESIDENT JIM ODDO

— FRANK SANTARPIA
SENIOR ADVISOR TO THE BOROUGH PRESIDENT
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Jhe Preamble

e all oughta know the Preamble to the
United States Constitution:

“We the People of the United States, in Order

to form a more perfect Union, establish Justice,
insure domestic Tranquility, provide for the common
defence, promote the general Welfare, and secure
the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our
Posterity, do ordain and establish this Constitution
for The United States of America.”

You oughta know...

ou oughta know about Christopher

Billopp, and the manor house he built on

the southern tip of Staten Island around
the year 1680. Almost a hundred years later the
Billopp Mansion became the headquarters of
Admiral Lord Richard Howe, in charge of the
British naval forces sent to put down open
rebellion in the colonies.

Howe had also been given by King George

limited power to negotiate a truce with the hostile
colonial forces — under British terms, of course.
He sent emissaries to Philadelphia, where a few
months earlier the Declaration of Independence
had been signed, offering to host a contingent of
representatives to explore putting an end to
hostilities.

The Second Continental Congress sent three
men: Benjamin Franklin, John Adams and
Edward Rutledge.

Jhe Conference House

In the eyes of the Crown, all three of these men
were traitors who had earned nothing but a
noose and a stout branch from which to hang

it. But they came anyway; Adams and Rutledge
on horseback, the elderly Franklin in a carriage.
After arriving at Perth Amboy, they were met by
British officers and ferried over to Staten Island,
where they spent three fruitless hours with Lord
Howe. And then back they went to Philadelphia
and proceeded to birth a nation.

The Peace Conference did demonstrate one thing:

our dedication to our independence. But you

oughta know that the house in which it took place

still stands today in the aptly-named Conference
House Park. And you oughta know the date this
conference took place.

It was September 11, 1776.

- BOROUGH PRESIDENT JIM ODDO
- FRANK SANTARPIA

Near here stood Tun

| Tavern, 1693-1781, which|

| is regarded as the
traditional birthplac
of the United State
Marine Corps, authorize '|
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Continental Con ress) |
November 10, 1775. .

- FRANK SANTARPIA

Robert Gould Shaw

It was an all-African American unit,
the first of its kind, and you will recall
that their story —and Shaw’s - was
told in the movie “Glory.”

Colonel Shaw led his troops in an ob-
scure battle known as the Second Battle
of Ft. Wagner, in Charleston, South
Carolina. It was July 18, 1863. He was
26 years old.

ou Oughta Know that the
monument faces Atlantic
Avenue in Moravian

Cemetery, surrounded by the
graves of family members. It was
erected in 1863, and it honors the
memory of Civil War Colonel Robert
Gould Shaw.

Born in Boston to a family of strict
abolitionists, his family moved to
Davis Avenue in West New Brighton
in 1847, when Robert was 10 years
old. After the shelling of Ft. Sumter,
24-year-old Shaw joined the 7th NY
Militia, and in late 1862 he was
offered the command of the 54th
Massachusetts Infantry.

You oughta know that in the moments
before he died he leapt up onto a para-
pet and shouted “Forward, Fifty-Fourth,
Forward.” Almost immediately he took
three bullets to his chest and fell into
the fort with twenty of his men.

And finally, you oughta know that the
monument that graces Moravian Cem-
etery is just a monument, not a grave.
Colonel Robert Gould Shaw's body was
tossed into an unmarked pit with the
T men who died alongside him;
the men he loved,

the men he led.

- BOROUGH PRE
WITH FRANK SANTA

JOHN ADAMS

EDWARD RUTLEDGE LORD RICHARD HOWE

ou Oughta Know about the strange nexus ~ While here, he attempted to amass enough funds
between our fair borough, Texas’s war to raise an army, his goal being to return to
for independence and a popular chewing ~ Mexico by force of arms.
gum. Stop shaking your head - I'll explain. He hatched a scheme from which he was
Back in 1836, Texans drove the Mexican certain he could profit - the importation of chicle,
troops out of what was known as “Mexican which he believed could provide a cheap
Texas,” and garrisoned the Alamo Mission with substitute for rubber in carriage tires, which first
about 180 men. In an attempt to gain back the appeared around 1850. Needless to say, the
territory, 1,500 Mexican troops under General experiment proved a failure, but enter one
Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna placed the Alamo Thomas Adams, who was assigned to aid Santa
under siege, eventually killing all the defenders. Anna while he was here. Adams bought one ton
With “Remember the Alamo” as a rallying cry, of the chicle.
Texans secured their sovereignty when they You oughta know that Adams used the
defeated the Mexicans a month later at the substance - which is the basis of chewing gum
Battle of San Jacinto. - to help found an industry. He created a small
Fast forward to the year 1869. Santa Anna piece of chewing gum he called a “chiclet.”
had become persona non grata in his native So there it is, the story of the story of Staten
Mexico, and you oughta know that he was living Island, the Alamo and Chiclets. Chew on that
in exile...where? Right here on Staten Island. one for a while.
-
o~ 4 - BOROUGH PRESIDENT JIM ODD(
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You Oughta Know

ou oughta know that it was Navy fighter
pilot Captain Charles Plumb’s 75th
mission to the skies over North

Vietnam. The date was May 19, 1967, and he
was scheduled to go home in just five days.

But God had other plans for Captain Plumb,
and he wouldn’t see the United States for
almost six more years.

A graduate of the Naval Academy and launched
from the carrier USS Kitty Hawk, Plumb flew
the Navy's hottest new airplane at the time, the
F-4 Phantom. He had flown 74 successful
missions and made over a hundred carrier
landings, but on that fateful May morning, Ho
Chi Minh’s birthday, his winning streak ended.
Captain Plumb was shot down that day, just
south of Hanoi. He parachuted out of the
burning wreckage at low altitude and high
speed, survived the landing and was captured
immediately by Vietnamese peasants. He was

You oughta know...

uou Oughta Know that one of the best
kept secrets of WWII was the existence
of America’s “Ghost Army.” The
mission of this unique, 1100-man unit was
battlefield deception, misdirecting the German
military by utilizing life-like inflatable rubber
tanks and trucks, fake radio transmissions,
simulated airfields and planes and recorded
sounds of huge armies on the march.

The Ghost Army was tasked with using their
brains and artistic talent to “mislead, deceive
and befuddle” enemy tacticians and planners,
often working very near the front lines and just
as often drawing fire upon themselves — while

You oughta know...
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course, “buttocks” in and of itself
is not much of a concept, but when

used by the Yiddish grandmother
of noted researcher Walter Mischel it had
a much broader meaning. It meant “put
your butt in that chair and get to work on
what’s important!”

You Oughta Know that it's what we
strive to do every day here at Borough
Hall - T just didn’t know it had a Yiddish
name. It's easy in today’s political - and
at times malicious - social media climate

to be consumed with the pointless and the

unproductive. For our part, though, we
choose to focus on making ourselves
better at our jobs, so that we can work to
make Staten Island a better place.

tortured, imprisoned in an 8 x 8 cell, and spent
the next 2,103 days in communist POW camps.
For two of those years, he was his camp’s
Chaplain.

He was released on February 18, 1973, and
continued his Navy flying career in Reserve
Squadrons. He retired from the United States
Navy after 28 years of service, and he is now a
motivational speaker.

You oughta know about men like Charlie
Plumb, about their courage and dedication and
incredible willingness to sacrifice themselves
for their country. Men like him are what make
America great, and as long as we continue to
produce men and women of Charlie Plumb’s
caliber, we will always be great.

— BOROUGH PRESIDENT JIM ODDO

— FRANK SANTARPIA
SENIOR ADVISOR TO THE BOROUGH PRESIDENT

Jhe Ghoat Grmy

the actual divisions they were depicting
operated unscathed many miles away.

Two weeks after D-Day, they were sent to
Omaha Beach to set up dummy artillery
emplacements a mile ahead of the actual
980th Artillery Battalion. So effective was the
deception that the German'’s fired consistently
at the phony guns — leaving the actual artillery
intact and untouched.

One day on Omaha two Frenchman who had
wandered up to a guard post saw a sight that
made their eyes bulge: four soldiers were
picking up what appeared to be a 40-ton tank
and carrying it to a new location. You

Qughta Know the guard’s response when

the Frenchmen looked at him in disbelief:
“The Americans,” he said, “are very strong.”

Yes, we were. Still are.

- BOROUGH PRESIDENT JIM ODDO
WITH FRANK SANTARPIA
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Genuinely better. Measurably better.

I didn’t have a Yiddish grandmother,
so0 I'm gonna borrow Walter’s. Hey,

I recognize a great concept when I see
one. “Sitzfleisch” is obviously a practice
that works in all fields of endeavor, from
government, to sports, to business, to...
day-to-day living, I suppose. I wish that
everyone in the “permanent government”
practiced sitzfleisch — we’d be a better city
for it.

Well, thanks for giving this a read, I
hope it provided you with a momentary
distraction and something for your brain
to chew on. Now I'm gonna get my butt
back to working on making this a better
borough.

- BOROUGH PRESIDENT JIM ODDO
WITH FRANK SANTARPIA




