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 “The decision to maintain a healthy 
lifestyle comes from within. As a public 

servant, I can make information 
available to you, but only you can 

decide to take the steps necessary to 
change your life for the better.”

The Borough President continues to make 
sure that Staten Island women have access 
to the latest technology for their health 
screenings. This year, he allocated almost 

$1.2 million to purchase three additional state-of-
the-art Breast Tomosynthesis machines for Staten 
Island University Hospital. 3D breast imaging allows 
doctors to see the breast tissue more clearly, and 
studies show this new technology can not only 
increase detection but lower false positives.
 In addition, Borough Hall continues to encourage 
Staten Islanders to get screened for various cancers. 
This year, we partnered with Uber to provide free rides 
to and from breast cancer screening appointments 
during the entire month of October. In addition to 
the free rides, our office also sponsored four rounds 
of free mobile mammography screenings at different 
locations throughout the Island. We also held two 
rounds of free thyroid cancer screenings at Borough 
Hall and screened a total of 140 people. 
 In 2017, Borough President Oddo was happy 
to announce the return of cardiac rehabilitation 
to Staten Island. Cardiac rehab is a supervised, 
coordinated exercise regimen for those recovering 
from heart surgery, possibly reducing the chances 
of post-op, heart-related mortality by more than 20 
percent. There had been no cardiac rehab facility on 
Staten Island for several years, forcing recovering 
heart patients to go to other boroughs or New 
Jersey for this important service. BP Oddo allocated 
$250,000 to both local hospitals for a new cardiac 
rehabilitation center. Richmond University Medical 
Center plans to get their cardiac rehab facility up 
and running this year, and Staten Island University 
Hospital is still in the planning stages for their facility.
 We have also continued “The Heart Project,” which 
donates Automated External Defibrillators (AEDs) to 
small businesses across Staten Island. To date, we 
have donated 19 AEDs and plan to provide a total 
of 30. An AED is a portable device that analyzes the 
heart rhythm and can send an electric shock to the 
heart to restore a normal rhythm if someone goes 
into sudden cardiac arrest. Immediate CPR and early 
defibrillation with an AED can more than double a 
victim’s chance of survival. To apply for a free AED, 
a business must have fewer than 25 employees and 
agree to get them trained in CPR/AED. 
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Donating an AED to a small business 
through “The Heart Project.”
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